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Arty sew & sews dress up bldg.
G’point community fabric stitched, too

Bed-Stuy kids,
African friends
featured in film

BY ELIZABETH LAZAROWITZ
AMANDA BROWDER’S latest public art
project isn’t just for the people — it’s by
the people.

The Greenpoint artist is enlisting
Brooklynites to help blanket an entire
building with recycled fabric.

“I want the act of making public art to
be seen as something we can all do to-
gether, and in the process, get to know
our neighbors,” Browder said.

She’s hosting at least three community
sewing sessions, inviting the public to
snip apart and sew together hundreds of
yards of donated used clothing, linens
and other material.

Some of the fabric has been donated
by clothing recycling group Wearable
Collections, and retail space 303Grand.
Browder’s gotten much of it, though,
from individuals, putting out calls on the

Internet and even knocking on neighbors’
doors.

“It’s not just looking at community in
an abstract sense,” said Ciara McKeown,
director of the North Brooklyn Public Art
Coalition, which chose Browder’s concept
for its third public art project. “She’s al-
ways out there talking to people.”

With eight borrowed sewing machines
and all the volunteers she can find,
Browder plans to sew the fabric into
large strips to create an arrow pattern of
multicolored stripes pointing toward the
sky. The work, dubbed “Future Phenome-
na,” will hang over the front of a Green-
point building for one day next month.

Montana-raised Browder, 33, got the
idea for the project when she moved
from Chicago to Greenpoint, where she
noticed stark divisions between newer
and longtime residents.

“I wanted to
break that up a
little bit,” Brow-
der said.

Over two dozen
people attended
her first sewing
session at St. Ce-
cilia’s Convent
last month, where
volunteers helped
patch together
about 800 feet of
fabric.

“You think,
‘Why would you
want to do a big
thing like that?’
but it’s kind of
like to bring a
community togeth-
er,” said Lucinda
Roanoke, 16, from Olympia, Wash., who

attended the event while visiting family

friend Jessica Funaro, 31, who lives in

Greenpoint. “It was
great to be a part of
it.”

Roanoke and Funa-
ro sewed two mas-
sive strips out of fab-
ric from Funaro’s
stash of quilting ma-
terial.

“New York is the
hardest place to cre-
ate community, be-
cause everybody’s
busy and moves
around so much,”
said Funaro, a video
and film freelancer.
“Any opportunity to
meet the people
around you is really
great.”

Browder’s next
sewing event is scheduled for Sunday.
For more details, visit
nbpac.wordpress.com.

elazarowitz@nydailynews.com

BY JAKE PEARSON
BROOKLYN and Freetown, Sier-
ra Leone, are 4,310 miles apart
— but at one Bedford-Stuyve-
sant school they’ll forever be
connected.

That’s because a pair of film-
makers captured the unlikely
pen-pal friendship between a
handful of sixth-graders from
the Urban School for the Envi-
ronment on Tompkins Ave. and
a group of orphans from war-
torn Sierra Leone in a new doc-
umentary called “Brownstones
to Red Dirt.”

“The kids have this realiza-
tion that they aren’t that differ-
ent from each other,” said Dave
LaMattina, 29, the movie’s co-
creator. “They’re realizing the
world’s a smaller place than
they thought.”

The documentary — which
was shot in 2006 and finally
produced last November — pre-
mieres today at the Sarasota
Film Festival in Florida.

The idea for the 85-minute
flick came after Environment
School teacher Elizabeth Glen-
ney — who is LaMattina’s fi-
ancée — had her students start
writing pen-pal letters to kids
in Freetown, based on a nation-
al program that connects Amer-
ican children with African refu-
gees.

In the movie, LaMattina and
his partner, Chad Walker, fea-
ture five Bedford-Stuyvesant
youngsters, following them
around the neighborhood be-

fore flying to Africa to inter-
view their pen pals in a Sierra
Leone orphanage.

“In the first letter they said
they were orphans . . . and I
was really impressed with the
compassion my students in
Brooklyn had for the kids in Si-
erra Leone,” said Glenney, 29.

“They felt protective and
concerned over their pen pals
and they’d write things like, ‘If
you ever need anybody, just let

me know and I’ll fly on over
and take care of things.’ ”

The then-10-year-old Brook-
lyn kids featured in the film are
now getting ready to move on
to high school. But the experi-
ence of writing to Africa — and
seeing themselves in film — is
something they won’t forget.

“They shot her parents,” said
eighth-grader Destiny Rodrigu-
ez, 13, of her pen pal Augusta
Banya, whose mother and fa-

ther were killed in the coun-
try’s decade-long civil war. “I
felt bad for her because I know
it’s bad not to have a parent in
your life.”

The filmmakers and students
have held two big fund-raisers
to raise money to build a
school in Sierra Leone. Last fall,
LaMattina organized an online
auction of celebrity-designed
postcards that sold for thou-
sands of dollars on eBay.

In all, LaMattina has raised
$52,000; $42,000 will go toward
building a school in Africa and
$10,000 will be used to stock
and catalog the currently emp-
ty school library in Brooklyn.

“I never thought I’d have a
pen pal in Africa,” said Fred
Heard, 14, an eighth-grader
who corresponded with Em-
manuel Karim. “Now I want to
go to Sierra Leone and see how
it looks . . . with my own eyes.”

Greenpoint artist Amanda Browder aims to
cover building with fabric, and she’s looking
for help. Photo by James Monroe Adams 4th

Students involved in pen-pal/film program with filmmakers Chad Walker (glasses) and Dave LaMattina (white shirt). Photo by Nicholas Fevelo
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SPECIAL EVENT PRICING NOW THROUGH APRIL 30TH!

0% APR FINANCINGup to 36 mos on all models excl.

CR-V, Insight & Element. To well qualified buyers.

Friend Us or Follow Us Today and

RECEIVE $250 OFF
your next car

purchase* Facebook • Keyword: Plaza Auto Mall Twitter • Keyword: Plaza Auto Mall

$99‡

Stk #20324, 4 cyl., auto, a/c, p/s/b/winds/lks/mirrs,
am/fm/cd. MSRP: $19,115. $2000 down + $99 1st mo
pymt + $0 sec dep + $595 bank fee = $2694 due at

signing.^ Ttl pymt/Residual: $3861/$11,660.

Lease
For

per mo.
39 mos.

NEW 2010 HONDA

CIVIC
LX

36 HWY
MPG**

$129‡

Stk #20885P, 4 cyl., CVT, p/s/b/winds/lks, am/fm/cd.
MSRP: $20,510. $2000 down pymt + $129 1st mo pymt
+ $0 sec dep + $595 bank fee = $2724 due at signing.^

Ttl pymt/Residual: $5031/$12,921.

NEW 2010 HONDA

INSIGHT
LX HYBRID

43 HWY
MPG**

$129‡

Stk #20591, 4DR, 4 cyl., auto, a/c, p/s/b/winds/lks/mirrs,
am/fm/cd. MSRP: $22,565. $2000 down pymt + $129
1st mo pymt + $0 sec dep + $595 bank fee = $2724
due at signing.^ Ttl pymt/Residual: $5031/$13,359.

NEW 2010 HONDA

ACCORD
LX

31 HWY
MPG**

$199‡

Stk #201139, 4 cyl., auto, 4WD, a/c, p/s/b/winds/ lks/mirrs,
am/fm/cd. MSRP: $23,505. $2000 down pymt + $199 1st mo
pymt + $0 sec dep + $595 bank fee = $2794 due at signing.

^ Ttl pymt/Residual: $7761/$14,338.

NEW 2010 HONDA

CR-V
LX

27 HWY
MPG**

1-800-553-46452740 Nostrand Ave @Kings Hwy
BROOKLYN

THIS AD IS CONSIDERED A COUPON & MUST BE PRESENTED PRIOR TO PURCHASE TO RECEIVE THESE ADVERTISED PRICES. Prices incl. all costs to be paid by consumer except tax, title, license fees. Prices includ. all manufacturer rebates & incentives as-
signed to dealer subject to tax. Must have 720+ credit score to take advantage of leasing offers. ‡Leases incl. 10K/mi per yr w/ $.20 per mi after and subject to primary lender credit approval. ^Plus tax, tags & MV fees. †Leather seats valued at $1899.00.
**Based on 2010 EPA mileage estimates, reflecting new EPA fuel economy methods beginning with 2008 models. Use for comparison purposes only. Do not compare to models before 2008. Your actual mileage will vary depending on how you drive and
maintain your vehicle.*Must present coupon at time of sale. Cannot be combined with any other offers. Cannot be used on previous purchases. Offers expire 3 days after publication date. DMV#7024378; NYC Consumer Affairs Lic.#0911375.

SAME-DAY APPROVAL: Insurance, Registration & Delivery ONE LOCATION: Service, Parts & Body Shop SHOWROOM HOURS: M-TH 9-9, Fri -Sat 9-7 & Sun 11-5

Complimentary Roadside Assistance CreditHookupBadCredit, NoCredit,NoProblem!

BONUS SPECIAL
LEATHER SEATS INSTALLED
AT NOADDITIONAL COST!†

NEW 2010 HONDA
FIT SPORT

Stk #20820P, 4 cyl., auto, a/c,
p/s/b/winds/lks, paddle shifts,

keyless entry, am/fm/cd, alloys,
fog lights. MSRP: $17,970

$17,355Buy
For

per mo.
39 mos.

per mo.
39 mos.

per mo.
39 mos.

Lease
For

Lease
For

Lease
For

MANAGERS SPECIAL

YOUR DRIVE

TOM STRONGMAN

T
he Civic Si is a great ex-
ample of how Honda has 
wrapped sparkling perfor-
mance with an attractive 
coupe body for $22,055.

The Civic is a sleek little wedge, 
and the steeply sloping windshield 
and truncated tail give it a unique 
profi le that’s enhanced with the Si’s 
rear spoiler.

 The Civic’s long wheelbase en-
ables the front seat to be relatively 
spacious considering the car’s small 

size. The back seat is snug, as one 
would expect in a little coupe. The 
Civic Si is also offered as a four-
door sedan.

Cranking 197 horsepower out of a 
2.0-liter, four-cylinder engine seems 
to be easy for Honda. The trans-
versely mounted powerplant zings 
happily up to its 8,000-rpm redline, 

but it is also quite comfortable being 
driven sedately.

The close-ratio six-speed trans-
mission is the perfect tool for keep-
ing the engine revved and ready for 
business.

The stubby shift lever, connected 
to a linkage that feels as direct as 
the linkage in many rear-wheel-drive 

sports sedans, is a blast to fl ick from 
gear to gear.

 The Civic has a two-level instru-
ment panel that has a digital speed-
ometer readout just below the base 
of the windshield and a tachometer 
and secondary gauges in the normal 
position behind the steering wheel. 
When I adjusted the steering wheel 

to suit me, it blocked the speedom-
eter window. Consequently, I had to 
lower the wheel a little. Raising the 
speedometer window about an inch 
would fi x that.

The test car was equipped with 
Honda’s voice-activated navigation 
system and XM satellite radio that 

bumped its base price to $24,055. 
The navigation system is intuitive 
to use and has an easy-to-read 
screen.  

 Stopping is important in a car
that goes as quickly as the Si, so 

upgraded brakes were in order. The 
front has ventilated discs that are 
11.8 inches, while the rear has 10.2-
inch solid discs. Anti-lock brakes, 
vehicle stability control and trac-
tion control are all standard.  

The sports suspension is right 
on the edge of being too firm for 
city driving . Handling, however, is
pretty delightful because the Si 
carves through turns and feels solid 
at high speeds.  

Performance, style at 22G
Honda Civic Si 
goes fast, looks 
hot getting there

COMING NEXT WEEK:
l 2010 Ford F-150 Harley

l 2010 Scion xD l 2010 Cadillac SRX
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